
 

ANC Council Newsletter -- May 
Hello! 
 
I can’t believe May has come and gone already, and it was, again, a very busy month! 
 
Shareholders’ Meeting Rally:  Kudos to all who were able to come out and participate 
in our Anchorage Rally at the Shareholders’ meeting on May 8th – and to those who 
were unable to participate but supported us with texts, emails and positive thinking!  The 
Rally was a resounding success – much to the surprise of some, I think – and not only 
sent a strong message to Management, but also strengthened the unity of our base and 
our work group!  A big thank you to Jeff Peterson, our MEC President, for putting this 
event on his priority list and coming out to join us and deliver a brief, but well thought-
out speech to all in attendance inside of the Shareholders’ Meeting. 
 
Mobilization Event:  Again, thank you to those of you able to step up and help spread 
the message at our Mobilization Event on May 20th.  Although we were only in the 
airport for a three-hour timeslot, we saw many, many wearing RED HOT AFA pins 
before the day was over!  Some of you may not be aware, but we had folks take time 
from their busy lives to attend the Mobilization Training, and help launch and assist in 
our ongoing mobilization efforts.  If you can help, please contact our Mobilization Chair, 
Thresia Raynor for further information on both the Mobilization Training sessions and 
future planned events!  (Stay tuned for information about the upcoming July 22nd 
event!) 
 
MEC Update:  The May MEC meeting was the 27th-29.  Your MEC met for three very 
full days, which included meetings with all MEC Committee Chairs (to discuss their 
future fiscal year plans), as well as a meeting with Staff Negotiator Paul Mastrangelo, 
who flew in specifically to brief the MEC on the survey results and where we go from 
here.  The Negotiating Committee and the MEC will meet and train together next month 
for two days. 
 
Also at the May MEC meeting, we met with Brad Tilden, Ben Minicucci, Andy 
Schneider, Ron Calvin and Shane Tackett.  The impending negotiations AND the Delta 
incursion were, of course, the topics of the day!  Because of the Delta threat, your MEC 
strongly recommended that Management share more information with our work group, 
so that we can all be educated as to the very serious nature of the threat.  It was 
mentioned more than once that we need to work/focus together, to win this fight with 
Delta.  Of course, if we can reach mutually acceptable contract terms, this would allow 
us to focus 100% of our efforts toward the fight.  We have reminded Management that 



unless/until we get an award-winning contract, a contract that works for all and makes 
us feel truly valued, our focus still remains fractured. 
 
At the MEC meeting, we discussed our red AFA pins and the contractual right for all in 
our work group to wear it.  We even discussed this with Management, and they were in 
full support.  As a reminder, although we are hoping to be “100% red” soon, to show our 
solidarity, the ultimate decision to wear our AFA pin – as well as the decision to wear 
the “I am Alaska” in, belongs solely to the individual Flight Attendant! 
 
Aviation Forum:  On May 28th, Senator Begich met with many representing our work 
group.  (Outgoing President Veda Shook and Director of Government Affairs, AFA-
CWA, Steve Schembs, attended the event, along with some of our own Flight 
Attendants, and those from Horizon.)  It was truly an honor for our Anchorage base to 
be invited to meet with the Senator, and discuss various aviation-related topics! 
 
Hotel Layover Reminder: Because our eMaestro is not able to provide us with 
accurate layover information, be sure to check the bid packet for the information you 
need.  If you are unable to do so, or have some questions regarding your hotel, you can 
call Crew Scheduling for the information.  They understand that it is sometimes not 
possible for us to obtain the necessary layover information via the bid packet, and they 
know we will need to rely on them to provide it.  If you encounter a problem trying to 
obtain the information from them, please let your LEC officers know. 
 
Available Housing:  If you have information about potential housing for any of our 
Anchorage-based FAs, please share the information directly with Harold Sunkel, 
Reserve Committee Co-Chair (hsunkel@hotmail.com).  Harold has agreed to 
temporarily be the “keeper of this information,” in addition to his other responsibilities as 
Co-Chair, and will be happy to compile a list of housing, as well as share it with anyone 
looking for housing.  We are looking for someone who is interested/willing to take over 
this responsibility for Harold, however, so if you are interested, please contact me 
directly (beckystrachan@gmail.com). 
 
Flight Delays:  In the interest of trying to improve communication, we are asking folks, 
if you encounter a substantial delay in your flight, but have NOT been notified by Crew 
Scheduling prior to reporting, to document and share the information with any one of 
your LEC officers.  Our goal is to start tracking each instance so that we can try to 
determine where the breakdown in communication is occurring and hopefully, improve 
it, going forward. 
 
RingCentral:  The ANC AFA Hotline number will be activated soon!  This will allow our 
Flight Attendants to use just one telephone number to reach all of their Local AFA 
Committee Members, Representatives, and Officers.  The system uses an auto-
receptionist to route calls to the appropriate representative in the most efficient and 
timely manner possible.  Watch for further updates soon. 
 
FlightPAC:  “FlightPAC is the best way to make your voice heard in Washington.  It is 
the most important tool that AFA has to help elect Senators and Representatives who 
understand and defend the issues important to flight attendants.  It provides AFA with 
access to Members of Congress that in turn allows AFA Government Relations to make 
our case for the issues that affect flight attendants.”  Please sign up for FlightPAC!  We 
need your help to fight Flight Attendants’ causes on Capital Hill!  If you have further 
questions about how this would benefit our work group, please feel free to talk with any 



one your Governmental Affairs Committee members.  (Not sure who these members 
are?  Visit alaskamec.org, Council 30, Committees.  Remember, no username or 
password is necessary to visit our website!) 
 
I would like to touch; again, on the busy summer season and how especially challenging 
it is at this time, to be able to use your flight benefits.  Please remember to be respectful 
of this and, when possible, “Pay It Forward,” in our own unique way possible.  Everyone 
has somewhere to go – let’s try to work together, to help as many as possible, get to his 
or her destination! 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Becky, Lisa & Jan 
 
Negotiations Calendar 
June 17-18: Negotiating Committee writes second round opening proposal – Seattle, 
WA 
June 24-25: Negotiating Committee, MEC, AFA International staff and NMB members 
meet for negotiations training – Seattle, WA 
July 8-9: Negotiations – NMB, Washington, DC 
July 22: Solidarity Event (details TBA) [see alaskamec.org/mobilization] 
Week of August 25 (tentative): Negotiations – location TBD 

	
  


